
Prevent FIRE in your workshop after using Finishing Oils 
One of our members recently told me that he had a major fire in his workshop. He had recently been 
finishing some work with Danish Oil and had thrown away the cloth he applied it with in the rubbish 
bin. 

Spontaneous fires are one of the leading causes of fires in workshops. Spontaneous combustion 
doesn’t occur out of the blue. All fires, including those ignited “spontaneously,” require three 
elements: fuel, oxygen and a source of heat. Normally, we think of a source of heat as something 
with a flame. There is no flaming ignition with spontaneous combustion. Rather, when flammable 
finishes like linseed or tung oil are applied to a rag, heat develops. If the heat is allowed to 
dissipate, it presents no problem. 

But when these same rags are bunched up and piled on top of each other, heat can build to a point 
where it ignites this already flammable material. It’s a relatively simple process of oil oxidizing, 
which generates heat. If other combustible material is nearby, this little act of magic can quickly 
develop into a full-raging fire. 

Preventing spontaneous combustion from occurring is as simple as practicing a little routine 
housekeeping. Anytime you have an oily rag left over after some wood-finishing or other project, 
hang it up to dry, preferably outdoors. You can use a clothesline or a fence, but just be sure to 
hang each rag by itself. Don’t pile them on top of each other. And if you need to hang them 
indoors, keep them away from heat sources such as water heaters or fires. 

Alternatively, put them individually in a jam jar with the lid tightly closed. Even if the rag was to 
spontaneously ignite, it would quickly use up the oxygen and be contained within the glass jar. 

 


	Prevent FIRE in your workshop after using Finishing Oils

